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Disabilities Ministry: Understanding
What, Who, Why, and How

What is Disabilities Ministry?

Disabilities Ministry is the local church’s intentional effort to recognize, understand, and
remove barriers that hinder people with disabilities from fully participating in the life and
mission of the church.

These barriers aren’t usually intentional but arise from a lack of awareness and
understanding, making it difficult for the church to recognize and value those with
disabilities as true image-bearers of God.

Often, people with disabilities are either not acknowledged or are defined only by their
disabilities, which can lead to missed opportunities for inclusion and meaningful
connections.

This ministry is more than just a “program”. The purpose of this ministry is to make the
gospel—the good news of Christ’s kingdom—accessible to everyone. Disabilities
Ministry is not program based; it is relational. It recognizes that for all people, no matter
what combination of God-given abilities or disabilities we possess, our deepest need is
for God himself. This central need can only be met through a saving relationship with
Jesus Christ. Ultimately, the goal of Disabilities Ministry is to assist the church in
becoming more inclusive of all people in church outreach, life, and relationships.

Who is Involved?

A person with a disability could be anyone—your neighbor who is unable to drive due to
vision problems, the child in Sabbath School who struggles with behavior, or the friend
who is hearing impaired but won’t seek help. It could be a visitor who seems awkward
and does not make eye contact. It could also be you as you experience the challenges
of aging and mobility limitations.



According to the Americans with Disabilities Act, a person with a disability is defined as
“any person who has a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or
more major life activities.” This broad category encompasses anywhere from 19% to
25% of a local population.

Why is Disabilities Ministry Important?

Disabilities Ministry ought to matter to us because it clearly matters to Jesus. In the
Gospels, Jesus intentionally engaged with people with disabilities to share the good
news of the coming of His kingdom. In His own words Jesus said, “The Spirit of the Lord
is on Me because He has anointed Me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent
Me to proclaim freedom to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to set free the
oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” (Luke 4:18-19 HCSB)

But it is not just about following Jesus’ example. Disabilities Ministry is vital for the
church itself. God gives spiritual gifts to all His people. When the Church attempts to
operate without all her parts, it is as if the body of Christ itself is disabled. Not only do
people with disabilities need the blessing of the church, but the church needs the
blessings, gifts, and abilities that people with disabilities and their families bring to the
faith community as well. “Now as we have many parts in one body, and all the parts do
not have the same function, in the same way we who are many are one body in Christ
and individually members of one another.” (Romans 12:4-5 HCSB).

For individuals living with disabilities, this ministry provides the practical support needed
to thrive. It's about supporting families' spiritual, emotional, and physical well-being, not
just survival. With 19% to 25% of us affected by disability, it would be a tragic oversight
for the church to ignore this significant portion of the community.

How Do We Serve?

At Ooltewah Seventh-day Adventist Church, Disabilities Ministry is coordinated by a
dedicated team led by the Disabilities Ministry Coordinator. This team works to ensure
that people with disabilities are fully included in every aspect of church life.

The Disabilities Ministry Team is actively engaged in the following initiatives:

o Identifying Needs — Assess the needs of church members and the broader
community through surveys, group meetings, and personal experiences.

e Making Recommendations for Accommodations — Provide actionable
suggestions to church leadership, including physical and architectural
accessibility, educational support, and the coordination of potential resources.

e Providing Ongoing Education — Equip church leadership and members with
knowledge and training to effectively serve individuals with disabilities.

“...for My house will be called a house of prayer for all the peoples.” Isaiah 56:7 NASB



